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The Forty-niners

In 1848, San Francisco was only a small village in California of about 1000 people. By December
of 1849, the population of San Francisco increased to 25,000 people. Why was everyone so
suddenly interested in coming to California? The answer was gold!

One day in 1848, James Marshall, a carpenter, was building a mill by a river. He noticed
something shiny in a channel below the mill. He stopped working, picked up the shiny things, and
examined them carefully. He determined that what he had found was gold.

News of the gold discovery spread like wildfire and soon people from all over the world rushed to
the San Francisco area. About 90,000 people came to California in 1849, mainly because of gold,
and they are called “forty-niners.” More and more people came to California in the following years
and California became known as “The Golden State.”

Finding gold in California was not always easy. Some people were lucky and became rich, but
most people weren’t so lucky. Some people gave up looking for gold and returned to their homes
outside of California. Many people decided to stay though and became farmers, merchants, as well
as other jobs.

The forty-niners, and the people that came after them, helped to make California the richest and
most populous state in America. Today, California is a very important state in terms of its economy,
politics, and cultural influence. If California were a country, its economy would be the sixth largest
economy in the world, ahead of France.

California started as a place that wasn’t well known to the rest of the world to becoming a

dominate force in the world, thanks in large part to the forty-niners.
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